
Gertificate of Exemption - AGAR2025125 Form 2

To be completed by smaller authorities where the higher of gross income or gross

expenditure did not exceed f,25,000 in the year of account ended 31 Nlarch 2026 and that
wish to certify themselves as exempt from a limited assurance review under Section I of
the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015

There is no requirement to have a limited assuran@ review or to submit an Annual Governance and

Accountability Return to the externalauditor, provided that the authority has certified itself as exempt at a
meeting of the authority after 31 t\/arch 2026 and a eompleted Certificate of Exernption is submitted no

laterthan 30 June 2026 notifying the external auditor

certifies that during the financial year 2025126, the higher of the authority's total gross income for
the year or total gross annual expenditure, for the year did not exceed 825,000

Total annual gross income for the authority 2025126:

Total annual gross expenditure for the authority 2025126:,

There are certain circumstances in which an authority will be unable to certiff itself as exempt, so that a limited

assurance review will still be required. lf an authority is unable to confirm the statements below then it
cannot certify itself as exempt and it must submtt the completed Annual Governance and Accountability Return

Form 3 to the external auditor to undertake a limited assurance review for which a fee of f210 +VAT will be payable.

By signing this Certificate of Exemption you are confirming that:
. The authority was in existence on lstApril 2022
. ln relation to the preceding financialyear (2024125),the externalauditor has not:

. issued a public interest report in respect of the authority or any entity connected with it

. made a statutory recornmendation to the authority, relating to the authority or any entity connected with it

. issued an advisory notice under paragraph 1 (1) of Schedute 8 to the Local Audit and Accountability Act
2014 ("the Act"), and has not withdrawn the notice

. commenced judicial review proceedings under section 31(1) of the Act

. made an application under section 28(1) of the Act for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful, and

the application has not been withdrawn nor has the court refused to make the declaration
. The murt has not declared an item of account unlawful after a person made an appeal under section 2B(3) of the Act.

lf the above statements apply and the authority neither recelved gross income, nor incurred gross expenditure,
exceeding t25,000, then the Certificate of Exemption can be signed and a copy subrnitted to the external auditor
either by email or by post (not both).

The Annual lnternalAudit Report, Annual Governance Statement, Accounting Statements, an analysis of
variances and the bank reconciliation plus the information required by Regulation 15 (2), Accounts and Audit
Regulations 2015 including the period for the exercise of public rights still need to be fully completed and,
along with a copy of this certificate, published on the authority website/webpage* before I July 2026.
Signing this certificate confirrns the authority will comply with the publication requirements.

Signed by the Responsible Financial Officer Date I confirm lhat this Certificate of
Exemption was approved by
this authority on this date:

as recorded in minute reference:Signed by Chair

>z; o{.-,ieors ll,,l i.d.&rtr ril

Date

i:74a%l'{ ),

Generic emailaddress of Authority Telephone number

-Publisheo web address

ONLY this Certificate of Exemption should be returned EITHER by email OR by post (not
both) as soon as possible after certification to your external auditor, but no later
than 30 June 2026 Reminder letters for late submission wlll incur a charge of t40 + VAT.
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Annual lnternal Audit Report 2025126

hoarcrossparishcouncil. gov. u k

During the financial year ended 31 March 2026, this authority's internal auditor acting independently and on
the basis of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant
procedures and controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

The internal audit for 2025126 has been carried out in accordance with this authority's needs and planned
coverage. On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in
this table. Set out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions
on whether, in all significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year
to a standard adequate to meet the needs of this authority.

A. Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept throughout the financial year. t/
B. This authority complied with its financial regulations, payments were supported by invoices, all

diture was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for. r'
c. This theassessed risks achtoauthority its nda thereviewedsignificant eving objectives adequacy

of to these.manage r'
D. The or rates rESU fromted anprecept requirement uateadeq nstbudgeta processry rogressp aga

the budt was anmonitored reseryesdregularly were t/

E. wasincomeExpected received onbasedfully correct andrecordedPri,ces, propedy romptlyp
VATand wasban ntedaccouked; appropri t/

lvL-Cr
r[*{ru:F

properly supported by receipts, all cash expenditure was approved
y accounted for.

F. Cash payments were
and VAT

tt
*:ftcr.s r'

G" Salaries to employees
approvals, and PAYE a

and allowances to members were paid in accordance with this authority,s
Lnd Nl requirements were properly applied. t/

H. Asset and investments registers were com and accurate and p maintained. r'
L Periodic bank account reconciliations were carried out du the r'
J. Accounting statements prepared during the year were prepared on

(receipts and payments or in€om€€€d-exp€ndjtu{+), agreed to the
adequate audit trail from underlying records and where appropriate

the correct accounting basis
cash book, supported by an
debtors and creditors were

recorded

t/

exemption criteria and correctly
review af its 2A24/25 AGAR tick

K. lf the authority certified itself as exempt from a limited assurance review in 2O24]ZS, it met the
declared itself exempt. (lf the authority had a timited assurance
'not covered")

r'
[-" The authority published the required information

the internal audit in accordance with the relevant
on a website/webpage up to date at the time of

ation r'
thenM covered this the authyear AGAR, aforby ority riod thefor ofexerctseprovidedcorrectly pe

tc AShts red Accountsthepubl rig requ Audand itby the 2A25/26 GARRegulations (during periad,
were ublic in relation theto 2024-25 GARp ights evidenced annotice websitethe and/arby

minutes fhe dafes sefl

t/

N" The authority has complied with the publication requirements tor 2o24l2s AGAR
AGAR 1 Guidance t/

$. The authority has complied with laws, regulations & proper practices relating to digital and
data compliance. t/

P. (For local councils only)
Trust funds (includin charitable - The council met its r'

For any other risk
needed). Date(s)

Signature of person who
carried outthe internal audit

areas identified by this authority adequate controls existed (list any other risk areas on separate sheets if
Internal audit undertaken Name of person who canied out the internal audit

V-&{
"lf the response is 'no' please state the implications and action being taken to address any weakness in control identified (add separate sheets if needed).
""Note: lf the response is 'not covered' please state when the most recent intemal audit work was done in this area and when it is next planned; or,
if coverage is not required, the annual internal audit report must explain why not (add separate sheets if needed).
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Section 1 -Annual Governance Statement2025126

We acknowledge as the members of:

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 3'l March 2026, that:

"For any statement to which the response is 'no', an explanation must be
published

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a
Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where

approval was given:

Chair

and recorded as minule reference:

Clerk

preparecl its accounting statemenls in accordance
with the Accounts and Audil Regulations.

1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial
management during the yeal and for the preparation of
the accou nting statements.

2. We maintained an adequate syslem of internal control
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud
and corruption and reviewed its etfectiveness.

made proper anangements and accepted responsibility
for safeguarding the public money and resources in
its charye.

has only done what it has the legal power to do and has
complied with Proper Praclices in doing so.

3. We have assured ourselves thal there are no matters
of actual or polential non-compliance wilh laws,
regulalions and Proper Practices that could have a
significant financial effect on the ability of this
authority to conducl its business or manage its
finances.

during the year gave all persons interested the oppoftunity to
inspect and ask questions about this altthority's accounts.

4, We provided proper opporiunity during the year for
the exercise of electors' rights in accordance with the
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

considered and documented the financial and other risks it
fuces and deall with them properly.

5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those
risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or
extemal insurance cpver where required.

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequale and
effective system of internal audit of the accountirrg
records and control systems.

affanged fot a competenl person, independeht of the financial
controls and procedures, ta give an objective view on whether
internal controls meet the needs of this smaller authonty.

7, We took appropriate action on all matters raised
in reports from inlemal and external audit.

responded to matters brought to ils attention by intemal and
erternal audit.

disclosed everything it should have about its business activity
duing the year including events taking place after the year
end if relevant.

L We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or
commitments, events or transactions, occurring either
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on
this authorily and, where appropriale, have included them
in the aecounting statements.

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds including
charitable. ln our capacity as the so16 rnanaging trustee
we discharged our accou ntability responsibilities for the
fund(s/assets, including financial reporting and, if
required, independent exam nalion or audit.

has met all of its responsibilities where as a body
eorporate it is a sole managing trustee of a locallruet
or trusts.

{0. We have put in place arrangements for lhe effeclive lT
and data management in accordance with proper
practice.s during the year under review.

has made suitable arrangements for its lT and data
management and has complied with proper practices in
doing so.

:The authority website is up to date and the information required by the Transparency Code has been published

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025126 Form 2
Local Councils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other SmallerAuthorities
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025126 for

Total balances and reserues at the beginning ofthe year
as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree
to Box 7 oi previous year.

1. Balances brought
fonrvard

Total amount of precept (or for lDBs rates and levies)
received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
received.

2. (+) Precept or Rates and
Levies

Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less
the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). lnclude any
grants received.

3. (+) Total other receipls

4. (-) Staff costs Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf
of all employees. lnclucle gross sa/arres and wages,
employers Nl contributions, employers pen sion
contibutions, gratuifies and severance payments.

Total expenditure or payments of capital and intere$t
made during the year on the authority's borrowings (if any)

5. (-) Loan interesUcapilal
repayments

6. (-) All other payments Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-
book less staff costs (line 4) and loan interesUcapital
repayments (line 5).

Total balances and reserues atthe end ofthe year.
must equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

7. (=) Balances carried
fonvard

31 tvlarch
2025
t

31 March
2026
t

Please round all figures to nearest Ll. Do not leave any
boxes blank and report ta or Nil balances. All figures
must agree to underlying financial records.

Notes and guidanceYear ending

The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
holdings and shori term investments held as at 31 lvlarch -
To agrce with bank reconciliation,

8. Total value of cash and
short term investments

9. Total fixed assets plus
long term investments
and assets

The value of all the property the authority owns - it is made
up of all its fxecl assets and long term investments as at
31 lblarch.

10. Total borrowings The outstanding capital balance as at 31 trlarch of all loans
from third parties (including PWLB).

For guidance refer to the Practitioners' Guide secfions 2.31 to 2.33.11. Do the figures in the accounting
statements above exclude any Trust
transactions?

YesFor Local Couneils Qnly

I certiiT lhat for lhe year ended 31 lMarch 2026 lhe
Accounting Statements in this Annual Governance and
Accountabilily Return have been prepared on eilher a
receipts and payments or income and expenditure basis
following the guidance in Governance and Accountability for
Smaller Authorities - a Practitioners' Guide to Proper
Practices and present fairly the financial position of this
authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to lhe authority for approval.

Dale

I conflrm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

as recorded in minule reference:

Signed by Chair of the meeting where the
Accounting Statements were approved

L) A .t>rr. r--

Annual Governance and Aceountability Return 2025126 Form 2
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HOAR CROSS PARISH COUNCTL

Bonk Reconciliotion to 31" Morch 2026

Prepared by Elizobeth Goodwin Pqrish Clerk/RFO on !4'h April 2026

Current occount
Reserve qccount

35 doy occount
Total

Brought forword l't April 2025
Plus receipts Precept

fnterest - Reserve occount
Tntere.st - 35 doy occount
VAT refund
Def ibrillotor fund
Totol

Less poyments mode

€2063.38
€1808.95
850t3.2t
€8885.54

Cosh book reconciliation to 31" Morch 2026

87582.3t
€6850.00

863.46
Et3.2t

Et?6.67
€1900.00

€16535.65

87650.fi

€8885.54



Local council name: rft>n.A &4.r3ss f,4€;Si'f es"Lr,-Jc-t L

l{otice of appointment of date fon the exercise of public nights

Accounts fon the year ended 31$ IUlarcl.a 2026

The l-ccal Audit and Accauntabi!ity Act 20'14. anC

The Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2015 {Sl 234)

",

1. Dateof announcement: @ (a)

2. Any perscn interested has the right to inspect and make copies cf the
ecccunts to be audited and all bocks, deeds, cont;-acts, bills, vouchers and
receipts reiatlng tc thern. Far the year ended 31 March 2026 ihese
documents will be available on reasonebie notice cn anolicatlcn lc:

(b) 6-l Ft rJ

commencing cn (c) 2fdg--r-tt-."<€ r*OL6,

and ending on (d) S=i-.r *u""q u.s- r-trl6"

3. Local Governmenl Electors and their representatlves alsc have:

' the cpporlunity to questlon the auditor ahoi:t the accor:nts: and

t the right to make objectlons to the accounts or any iten, in them. lVrit-
ten notice of an ob.jection rnust first be given tc the audltor and a copy
sent t0 the,*.uthority {fl.

The auditor can be ccniacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for this
purpose durlng the inspection period at 2 above.

4. The auditor's limited assurance review is being conducted under the provi-
sions of the Lccai Audit and Accountability Act 2014, the Accounts and
Audit (England) Regulations 2015 and the Natlona! Audit Office' Code of
Audlt Fractice. Your review is being carried out by:

Forvis il,{azars l-LF, Nerscastle Cffice via 3C Old Bailey, Lcndcn, EC4lll
i F.U

E n': a ! I :, * ; :r i,.!j.i :! t,t!j S$!:jt;ir.\ !t, *i I{

5.

{€

This anncuncement is made by
,^,1.

{a) lnsert date of placlng of this
notlce cn your website"

(b; lnsen na;'ne, position and
contact deta:is of the Clei"k
cr cther psrson to whom
any perscn may apply tc
inspect the accounts.

{c ).And

{d}The ir:spection pericd must
be 30 wcrking days in totai
and con'lrnence nc later than I
JUIY AilA.

iei lnse;-t narnre and posltion
of person piacing the
-^+;^^

[inse* eloeur:rent title, industry cr service line] Fcrvis [,{azars



Gorzfirrmatlora of coartact detai ls

AuthorityNarne......t"tr.:'.t.!....{..:,+.1:*..,.i'.t';:t.!t.!....1.!:':.:::1.}.\...

PIease confirm the contact details for the Clerk, RFO (if applicable), and Chair to assrst us in ensuring that our
records are kept up to date.

Cierk name: RFO name (if different to cle*) I ildil lu.

fuJ2AAql* C,O-ubt s r^t
"llv""

wdPo*.c* . . .$.r*.l. ht.:
il^-1, rry (so we know Clerk working hours {so we know

when we can ring)when we can ring)
ct.dDant - t()'6.bdtu^.1

,\^O^G/1'Y - F<at?\zt\4,

ls this person the prirnary contact:

Yesl.No

ls thrs person the prinrary contact:

Vae/il"|n

Authority reg istered address Authority reg istered address:

r.sn...q.Y*b.S. . .t*t#
..C,t:ff.eBt-ts4- ..... - ..

....sl6ffS,............ ..

...S).r+1. .:1t.-,.8.. ...... ..

Ctf, " rr-er6nl(a. Sync*hA
h;a.r;roG i^t-'^ ca4 ;'

Postal address:

Pi&k- co-l-rrrc F......{.

...r+.s /@, G-oSS.., ...8t*#T3-). .

Chair contact pcstal and emall
^lr-^^^

Ema

(J.fL

Telephone:

Primary contact number.

Mobile/alternative n um ber:

Telephone:

Pr!mary contact n un:ber.

fi/obi le/alternative n um ber:

ch+. . :! Sglli.,,. . .S,:l*fiS.- rB

Telephone:

Primary contact number:

(}r 4$.S .. ...9 .]."5. .S.5fl

Mobileialternative n um ber:

. ()f.s..B:l ...O.$CI..f.6 o.o. .t_-\ CI} a.&.i .6. .-6. +3."

Email address (please do not provlde a personal email unless the Cle rk,RFO does not have a Council/Meeting
^ *^ :t\

.......r.!,t.l.l*.+*.,..&:.lif,.r*i..s-..-:...*,i.r:.{t:.v.+,r.--(..,.f.....1..,..,..,.."r;...r....{.",.}........

fi/8. fo be carnpliant with the requirements of assedion '!0 within the Praper Pracfrces of fhe S*PFP
Practitioner's Gulde 2A25, the autharity "must have a generic email accau*f hosfed an an autharig awned
Camain, far *xarrsplr- clerk@abcparishccuncil.gov.uk ar clerk@abcparsitcolrn cil.ot'g.uk raiher lharj
abc pa rishclerk@g ma! l. co m a r a bcp arlshc/erk@outlaa k. ccm far examp !e".

88,3.


